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TREUER: Yeah. On the one hand, I think there's a growing
awareness that Columbus didn't discover America - that the place
was densely inhabited by other human beings. But certainly the
Columbus experience would change the entire world. But in spite of
the fact that Christopher Columbus wrote lots of letters and kept
many journals and by his second voyage there were many official
scribes, army officers, priests, writing about the experience, over 500
years later this piece of history gets sugarcoated a lot.
And you know, we now know as a fact of history that on Columbus'
second voyage the Spanish instituted a gold dust tribute whereby
those who failed to bring a certain quantity of gold dust would have
their hands chopped off. And we know for a fact of history that the
Spanish cut the hands off of 30,000 people that year on the island of
Espanola - what's now Haiti and the Dominican Republic.
And we know that within 30 years the two million people that the
Spanish estimated to be inhabiting that island before contact were
completely annihilated. And that is a textbook definition of genocide.
And we have so successfully sugarcoated the history that we have
obfuscated some of the most important parts of that story.
MARTIN: I was just wondering, what would you want the takeaway to
be?
Sound fades
TREUER: I would want everybody to be thinking about -------------------------- END of CO.
… truth and reconciliation. We have to say what happened, how it
happened, why it happened and acknowledging the way that
systems of privilege were established and maintained and still
maintained, even today, as part of the process to heal those ancient
and contemporary wounds and make things better for the next 500
years.
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