                                                WOMEN’S DAY.

So Jackie, when is women’s day?

It is today Richard, March 8th.

And is it something only celebrated in the UK?

No, it is a worldwide event, it’s international women’s day.

Right. So, what’s it all about?

Well, it is a global day to celebrate the economic, political and social achievements of women. And, in fact, in some countries… China, Russia, Vietnam, for example, it’s a national holiday. So it’s important to them.

So, how long have we been celebrating women’s day then?

Just around a hundred years, you know. The beginning of the twentieth century there was a great movement for women’s rights, mainly centered around the right to vote. And the idea came up then for a special day for women and the first international women’s day was actually 1911.

OK, you talked about the vote …. Now I remember… well I don’t remember, I just know that in New Zealand, they were the first country to give women the vote, weren’t they? I think it was 1890 / 1893.

Yes, but remember, Richard, they were way ahead of all the other countries. Everybody else had to wait much longer. They had to campaign for many more years and in the UK, for example, it wasn’t until 1923 that all women over the age of twenty-one could vote.
