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Todd: Now, I thought we would talk a little bit about your country. First of all, about shopping,
what is shopping like in Sri Lanka?
Mini: The basic difference of shopping in Sri Lanka is that you can bargain, like most of the
places you can bargain, so if you and talk to the seller like very friendly and saying that you
don't have that much money, you only have this much money, and then he will of course reduce
the price for you.
Todd: That's pretty cool. So, does this only apply to shopping for food or shopping for clothing or
is it for everything?
Mini: I think it's for everything, even for jewelry, furniture, everything you can bargain.
Todd: OK, now are things, most things in Sri Lanka much cheaper than they are in Japan or the
United States?
Mini: Of course, it's very much cheaper.When I come here and see and it's like half the price.
Todd: Wow, half the price.
Mini: Yeah, most of it. For example, if it's like a 100 yen here, the thing in Sri Lanka will be like
maybe ten yen, twenty yen, so it's like very cheap.
Todd: Wow. That is a big difference. Only twenty percent of the original cost.
Mini: But on the other hand, the salary that we receive is quite lower than the salary that you
receive in Japan, so maybe in terms of Sri Lankan people it's expensive but for me, when I see
from this perspective it's very cheap.
Todd: Right, so if you buy a shirt, like a nice cotton shirt in Sri Lanka, how much would that
cost?
Mini: Around a 100 rupees in terms of yen, and it will be around 150 yen, 200 yen.
Todd: That is cheap.
Mini: It's very cheap.

