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The Political Era of Climate Refugees 
counterpunch.org · by Robert Hunziker · October 28, 2016  

Global warming/climate change is one of the most potent agents of political and economic 

change in history. Its impact is like Atilla the Hun in modern times, who back in the day 

struck terror into the hearts of the Roman Empire. 

As of recent, Europe has been inundated with refugees from Middle Eastern wars as well 

as refugees from ecosystem collapse all across the southern Mediterranean region. The 5 

refugee impact is felt far and wide, including Brexit and a concomitant rise of xenophobia 

throughout the West whilst altering politics towards antagonism, hatred, and malevolence. 

The world is turning mad, and madness turns to madman leaders, like Attila the Hun. In 

point of fact, world history is filled with examples of madmen leading countries, ultimately 

to demise. They prey upon foreign threats of change to lifestyle and work to motivate 10 

people. Climate change is providing plenty of material to work with by displacing millions. 

Yet, the massive European immigrant problem of today is only a small taste of what the 

future holds as millions upon millions of people become climate refugees. It’s an open 

question whether politics turn evermore ugly hate-filled as the world boils over with too 

much heat, too much sea, too much desertification, too much drought, too much friction. 15 

http://www.counterpunch.org/2016/10/28/the-political-era-of-climate-refugees/ 
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