[ Day Zero – Monday, March the first ]

Civilisation Quiz – How much do you know about Britain?

GB stands for Great Britain

The UK stands for the United Kingdom (of GB and Northern Ireland)

Great Britain includes England, Scotland and Wales.

The United Kingdom includes GB and Northern Ireland.

The British Isles are composed of the UK and the Republic of Ireland.

Many English live in London, many Welsh live in Cardiff. (inhabitants)

Many Scots live in Edinburgh, many Irish live in Belfast. (inhabitants)

The biggest city in Southern Ireland (Eire) is Dublin.

All British citizens carry a British passport.

The British flag is called the Union Jack.

The legal currency is not the Euro, it’s the Pound (Sterling).

The Channel separates Britain from the Continent. (‘La Manche’ in French)

The Queen’s family name is Windsor. Her husband is called Prince Philip.

The current Prime Minister is called Tony Blair.

The two main political parties are the Conservative Party, or Tories (right wing)  and the Labour Party (left wing).

The Members of Parliament or MPs (‘députés’ in French) meet in The House of Commons in London. (Westminster Palace, ‘monastère de l’ouest’)

_____________________________________________________________________

A few interesting figures about the language

The current population of the UK is 59 million.

English is spoken by 1.3 billion   people in the world, it is the world’s second language after Chinese. Yet, there are only 350 million   native speakers or first language speakers. Almost 25 %   of human beings speak English (one in four). 95 %   of the documents on the Internet are in English. English is the official language in 28 countries. More than two thirds  of business transactions are carried out by non-native English speakers.  More than 3 %   of the 269 million inhabitants in the US don’t speak fluent English. In 2050, 25 %   of the US people will speak Spanish. 

_____________________________________________________________________

Copy the following events in the right chronological order

43AD
Start of the Roman conquest ( the occupation lasted for 400 years!)
 

500
Anglo-Saxons come to settle from Germany and Scandinavia.


800
The Vikings start to raid Britain.


1066
William the Conqueror ( a Norman) invades England and becomes king.


1531
Henry VIII (Henry the eighth) breaks away from the Roman Catholic Church.


1564
Birth of William Shakespeare.


1665
The Great Plague kills 100,000 people


1666
The Great Fire of London destroys 80% of the capital.


1837
Queen Victoria starts her 60 years reign.


1918
Women can vote.


1940
Winston Churchill becomes Prime Minister and Minister of Defence.


1953
Elisabeth II ( Elisabeth the second) becomes Queen at the age of 27.


1979
The Tories come into power with Margaret Thatcher.


1994
The Channel Tunnel between Britain and the Continent is open.


1997
Tony Blair (the current Prime Minister) leads his New Labour Party to victory.


2003 
Britain and the US attack Iraq.



_____________________________________________________________________

[ Day One – Tuesday, March the second ]

Complete with the 20 verbs in the list at the bottom

I met the group at the railway station at 6.30 a.m.

We got on the TGV on platform 2.

The train left the station at 6.50 a.m.

We arrived in Paris, Gare de Lyon at noon.

The coach driver was waiting for us outside the station.

We put all our luggage in the coach before choosing our seats.

We had no time to visit Paris, what a pity !

We drove for sixty minutes and then we stopped for lunch on the motorway.

For lunch, we ate a hot meal and drank cold drinks.

We just spent thirty minutes at the cafeteria.

We took a ferry at Calais to cross the Channel.

The crossing lasted for about 75 minutes.

We took a lot of pictures on the boat.

The coach started to drive on the left after leaving Dover.

We then travelled up to London for two hours.

 All the host families came to pick us up in the evening.

After a hot meal, I went to bed and fell asleep at once.

What a long exhausting day!

_____________________________________________________________________

[ Day Two – Wednesday, March the third ]

Names of the places and monuments we could see today.

Underline the names of the places we actually visited or spent time at.

Cross out the names of the places we haven’t seen yet.

Big Ben  /  Buckingham Palace    /  Camden Town  /  Churchill Statue   /  Covent Garden   /  Harrods  /  HMS Belfast    /  Horse Guards Parade  /  Leicester Square  /  London Bridge  /  London Eye    /  London Zoo  /  Madame Tussaud’s    /  Nelson Column  /  River Thames  /  Shakespeare's Globe Theatre   /  St James' Park    /  St Katherine’s Dock   /  St Paul's Cathedral    /  Tate Britain    /  Ten Downing Street  /  The British Museum      /  The Changing of the Guard  /  The Cutty Sark  /  The Houses of Parliament    /  The London Millennium Bridge  /  The Monument   /  The National Gallery    /  The National Maritime Museum   /  The Natural History Museum  /  The Royal Albert Hall    /  The Science Museum    /  The Tower of London  /  The Tube  /  Tower Bridge  /  Trafalgar Square    /  Westminster Abbey

_____________________________________________________________________

Complete sentences 1-7 with the endings at the bottom.

1. In the morning, I met the other pupils at the meeting point.  

2. We waited for the Changing of the Guard outside Buckingham Palace. 

3. I ate my packed-lunch in St James's park. 

4. I saw no MP as I walked along the Houses of Parliament. 

5. We spent the afternoon in the Science Museum.  

6. We had a good view of Big Ben and London Eye from Westminster Bridge.  

7. In the evening, we drove back to Eltham.  

_____________________________________________________________________

[ Day Two – Wednesday, March the third ]

Buckingham Palace - Quiz

1. Name the official home of the Queen and her husband Philip :______________________

2.  How can you tell the Queen is in residence there? ______________________________

3. It was first opened to the public in __________________________

4.  B.P. has been the official London residence of the British monarch since ____________ascended the throne in 1837.

5. Name the monument you can see facing the palace :___________________________

6. What most popular happening can be seen in B.P. every day from April to November ?

__________________________________

7. What monument used to be the entrance to the palace until it was moved? _____________________

Where is it located now?  ___________________________________________

8. Buckingham palace was built at the beginning :

- of the 18th century   
 - of the 19th century              -of the 20th century

9. The architectural style of the building is :

- norman                     - gothic                     - neoclassical

10. Although decorated with priceless works of art, it is neither a museum nor an art gallery but a working palace with offices and State apartments.

 Circle the events you think are organized there:

banquets / lunches / cricket matches / dinners / receptions / garden parties / film festivals / royal ceremonies / art exhibitions / state visits / investitures / demonstrations / fun-fairs / boot sales.  

_____________________________________________________________________

[ Day Two – Wednesday, March the third ]

The Science Museum – Quiz

1. On which street the museum situated?


Exhibition Road

2. Which is the nearest tube station?


South Kensington



3. What are the opening hours?



10 to 6

4. How many floors are there altogether?

6 floors  (G + 5)

5. On which floor is the main entrance?


Ground Floor

6. What’s the name of the cinema inside the museum?
IMAX Cinema

7. Name 4 things  you can buy from the Museum Store.
Souvenirs, gifts, books and toys


8. Where should you go to know what’s on this week?
the Information Desk

Which floor(s) should you visit if …

9. you are interested in photography and cinematography?
Floor 3 - 11

10. you are a computer addict?




Floor 2 - 2




11. you want to study medicine later?



Floors 4 and 5

12. you need a drink?





Basement or G or Floor 1


13. you want to try a Virtual Voyage?



Ground floor – Welcome Wing

14. a modern version of Foucault’s Pendulum or see Apollo 10 space capsule?
Ground floor


15. aeroplanes are your hobby?
Floor 3





16. you would like to become a radio host?
Floor 3



17. you think we are living in an exciting  digital era?
Floor 2 - Welcome Wing 



18. you wonder on what computer the WWW was created?
Floor 2 - Welcome Wing

19. you want the answer to ‘Who am I?’ ?

Floor 1 - Welcome Wing 



20. you are lost and want to meet the group at five?
Main entrance – Ground floor


_____________________________________________________________________

[ Day Three – Thursday, March the fourth ]

The Tower of London – Quiz

1. What’s the name of the bridge we can see from the Tower?
 London Bridge

2. What’s the name of the large war ship opposite the Tower?
 HMS Belfast


3. What’s the famous river flowing along the Tower ? River Thames




4. What do you call the famous black birds?
Ravens




5. The men in traditional costumes are called:
Beefeaters




6. What king built the original White Tower?
William the Conqueror




7. What other famous king had two of his six wives killed here?
Henry VIII

8. The names of the two victims are: Anne Boleyn and Catherine Howard 

9. The name of the largest tower in the centre?
 The White Tower




10. Whose famous diamonds, crowns and rings are exhibited here?
The Royal Family’s

11. Through which gate did many prisoners enter the Tower?
Traitors Gate


12. In which tower were prisoners kept?
Tower Green





13. What colour do you associate ‘Bloody Tower’ with?
the colour red (By our lady)


14. How many Yeoman Warders did you meet?
few / some / many




15. What ceremony takes place there every night?
The key Ceremony



16. Which is the nearest tube station?

Tower Hill




17. Which café was originally a storehouse?
The New Armouries
Café



18. How many shops can you buy souvenirs from?

4 shops



19. Among the following, which was the Tower never used as :

a royal residence –  a fortress – a museum – a prison – a place of execution – an arsenal – a Royal Mint – a menagerie - an amusement park?







20. Why is this monument one of the most visited in the world? personal answer

___________________________________________________________________

[ Day Three – Thursday, March the fourth ]

Mme Tussaud’s Wax Museum

1. What’s the name of the street?

Marylebone Road





2. Which is the nearest tube station?
Baker Street Station





3. What’s London’s nicest park, north of the museum?
Regent’s Park



4. On what day is the museum closed (once a year!)?
Christmas Day


5. How much is an annual pass?

£ 70 





6. The French lady who made the first wax figures in 1835
Mme Tussaud


7. An attractive Australian lady singer

Kylie Minogue




8. A world famous American actor


many ...




9. A popular English football player

David Beckham




10. England’s Prime Minister during WWI
I
Winston Churchill



11. The ‘Fab Four’, the English band from the 1960s, a.k.a.
The Beatles



12. An English woman novelist who wrote detective stories
Agatha Christie


13. The greatest playwright of all, born in Stratford

William Shakespeare


14.  An American blonde in a white dress

Marylin Monroe




15. An American film director wearing a leather jacket
 Steven Spielberg



16. Who is standing next to George W. Bush?
Tony Blair + Jacques Chirac


17. Is Diana represented with the Royal Family?

No, aside



18. Which is the scariest part of the museum?

The Chamber of Horrors



19. How many million visitors come to Mme Tussaud’s every year?
over two million 

20. Did you buy anything from the gift shop?





My favourite model was personal answer because ...

_____________________________________________________________________ Day Four – Friday, March the fifth

Shakespeare’s Globe – Quiz

1. Which footbridge can we cross to get from St Paul’s to the Globe?
 the Millennium Bridge

2. What’s the name of the river?

River Thames  





3. Which famous gallery of modern art is next to the Globe?
Tate Modern  


4. Is this theatre the original Globe or is it a reconstruction?

a reconstruction

5. In what year was the original theatre destroyed?

in 1614


6. Which American actor/director founded this place?
Sam Wanamaker  



7. Why were there so many windows? (wind holes)  the bad smells of the audience


8. What’s the English for ‘une pièce de théâtre’?
a play  



9. How do you say ‘un dramaturge’ in English?

a playwright  



10. Where do actors stand to be visible from the audience ?
on a stage  


11. Were plays reserved to an elite in Shakespeare’s time? No, all social classes would go.  12. Which was the cheapest gallery? the Yard in the middle





13. What closed all theatres in London for one year in 1594?
the Plague


14. What first name does ‘Bill’ correspond to?
William




15. Was Shakespeare born in London?
No, in Stratford-upon-Avon  




16. In which century did he live?
16th century  (1564 – 1616)





17. Who was the Queen then?

Elisabeth I  





18. In which famous play does the eponymous character 


declare ‘To be or not to be?’

Hamlet





19. Which other famous play tells the story of an impossible love?
Romeo and Juliet  

20. In what play does Puck play an important part?
A Midsummer Night’s Dream  



_____________________________________________________________________

[ Day Five – Saturday, March the sixth ]

The British Museum – Quiz

1. How much do we have to pay to visit the museum?
nothing, it’s free

2. What’s the name of the street where the main entrance is?
 Great Russel Street


3. How many steps are there on the front stairs? ????



4. How many floors are there?
3:  Lower / Main / Upper






5. In what year was the Museum opened to the public?
1759


6. What’s the name of the current New Exhibition?Buried treasure: finding our past


7. What is the big cylinder shaped room in the Great Court? The Reading Room / Library

8. What world famous stone is in Room 4, on your left as you get in?
Rosetta Stone

9.  What did its discovery permit archaeologists to decipher?
 Hyeroglyphs


10. Which French scientist is associated to the Stone?
 Champollion



11 What is the nickname of the mummy in Room 64, Upper floor? Ginger


12. Where do the Elgin Marbles come from?
Parthenon, Athens, Greece



13. What interesting collection can you find in Room 44, Upper floor?  Clocks and Watches

14. Why mustn’t visitors touch the various exhibits? 

15. What will you remember from the British Museum?

_____________________________________________________________________

[ Day Six – Sunday, March the seventh ]

Greenwich – Quiz

1. Which letter is mute in ‘Greenwich’?

letter ‘w’





2.  Which king founded the Royal Observatory  in 1675?
King Charles II



3. What does G.M.T. stand for?

Greenwich Mean Time





4. What longitude is the Prime Meridian?

longitude O° O’ O”





5. Why was the Observatory transferred to Hertsmonceux in 1960?
pollution + city lights

6.  ‘a.m.’ stands for:

ante meridiem (in the morning, before noon)




7. ‘ p.m.’ stands for:

post meridiem








Choose the correct answer(s)

8. The lines of latitude run parallel to the Equator 

9. The lines of latitude are measured in degrees
 0-90
N / S 

10. The lines of longitude are measured in degrees 0/180 E / W

11. A meridian is a north – south line chosen by astronomers.

12. The Meridian is a line between the eastern hemisphere and the western hemisphere.

13. The Equator is a line between the northern hemisphere and the southern hemisphere.

14. Which town is situated on Latitude 42°42  N / Longitude 2° 54 E Perpignan

15. 2004 is a leap year, it has: 366 days

16. The new millennium began in Greenwich / at the North Pole.

17. The new millennium  began on January first 2001.

18. Which town gives the time to the rest of the world?  Greenwich 

19. The National Maritime Museum is in the Queen’s House 

20. The NMM presents a collection of photographs / pictures / paintings / ship-models.

_____________________________________________________________________

[ Day Seven – Monday, March the eighth ]

The Natural History Museum – Quiz

1. On which street is the museum situated?
Cromwell Road



2. Which is the nearest tube station?
South Kensington




3. How many entrances are there?

two main entrances



4. How many floors are there altogether?
3 floors + Basement



5. On which floor is the main entrance?
ground floor




6. What colour is the building?

grey




7. What’s the name of a world notorious naturalist?
Charles DARWIN



8. Which two other famous museums are in the vicinity?
the Science Museum   and   the Victoria and Albert Museum   

Which gallery will you visit if …

9. you want to try an earthquake simulator? gallery 61



10. you are not afraid of dinosaurs? 
gallery 21


11. you want to know all about fishes?
gallery 12




12. you fancy a drink at the Globe Café?
gallery 11 / 35?




13. the origin of species is your favourite?
gallery 105



14. you want to pay £2.50 to meet a T-Rex?




15. you want to see a giant blue whale?
gallery 24




16. you are not impressed by ‘creepy crawlies’?
gallery 33



17. you’d like to test your mind and body?

Basement



18. the name ‘Petit Pied’ rings a bell?
gallery 10




19. you feel like buying a souvenir from the place? gallery 34



20. My favourite gallery is _______________________________________________

[ Day Eight – Tuesday, March the ninth ]

London’s Most Famous

1. The Monument commemorates the Great Fire of London of 1666.

2. No.10 Downing Street houses the Prime Minister's private apartment, the Cabinet Room, the State Dining Room, where official guests are entertained, and government offices. 

3. Big Ben is actually the name of the biggest bell within The Clock Tower of the Houses of Parliament.

4. St Paul's Cathedral is Sir Christopher Wren's masterpiece, built between 1675 and 1708 to replace the previous cathedral destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1666.

5. Westminster Abbey is the most famous church in Great Britain.The kings and queens of England are crowned there, and many rulers and famous men of Britain are buried there.

6. Buckingham Palace is the official home of the Queen.

7. The Changing of the Guard takes place in the forecourt of Buckingham Palace at 11.30 every day in summer, every other day in winter, and lasts about 45 minutes.

8. The Houses of Parliament , otherwise known as The Palace of Westminster, is the siege of Parliament, the legislative assembly of Great Britain.

9. Trafalgar Square , the main hub of Central London, was built in honor of Admiral Nelson after his victory in 1805 at the Battle of Trafalgar, off the coast of Spain.

10. Throughout its long history the Tower of London has served as a royal palace and fortress, prison and place of execution, an arsenal, royal mint, menagerie and jewel house.

_____________________________________________________________________

Museums and Galleries

1. The National Gallery houses one of the greatest collections of European painting in the world.

2. The Natural History Museum is one of the world’s finest and largest museums of natural history with hundreds of exhibits, many interactive, ranging from the volcano experience to the dinosaurs exhibition.

3. The British Museum is the oldest, and one of the largest museums in the world. Don’t miss the mummies and the Rosetta stone !

4. Greenwich Observatory is where visitors can stand astride longitude zero with one foot in the eastern and the other in the western hemisphere.

5. Madame Tussaud’s presents wax models of well-known sports personalities, musicians and film stars, statesmen from around the world.

6. Shakespeare's Globe Theatre has been rebuilt on the south bank of the River Thames in London.

7. Tate Modern , opened in May 2000, is Britain's new national museum of modern art.

8. Situated in Exhibition Road, South Kensington, the Science Museum contains all the wonders of our industrial and technological age.

____________________________________________________________________

Tourists Attractions

1. Piccadilly Circus is famous London Landmark at the junction of five busy streets.

2. River Thames is one of the most famous, and it is the longest and most important waterway in England.

3. The London Eye is the world's highest observation wheel with amazing views of Britain's capital city.

4. St James’s Park near Buckingham Palace, the park is a great picnic spot for foreign students on a royal itinerary.

5. The Tube was the first ever underground railway in 1863.

6. Tower Bridge ’s deck is raised on average 500 times a year to let ships in and out.

7. In Leicester Square you’ll find London’s major cinemas on three sides of the square offering over 12 films at any one time.

8. On Sundays at Speaker's Corner , in Hyde Park, London's most vocal orators share their opinions with the world.

9. The Thames Barrier is a unique structure, built to protect London against tidal surges.

10. The Millennium Bridge is the first pedestrian bridge across the Thames in London in more than a century.

Shopping

1. Notting Hill is a trendy and fashionable neighbourhood in London with a distinctive, small-village feel, made famous by a movie of the same name.

2. Covent Garden is famous for its street entertainers and lively atmosphere.

3. Oxford Street is one of the longest shopping streets in London (2 Kms).

4. Harrods is the very epitome of high class shopping in London.

5. Portobello Road , the world's largest antiques market, with over 1500 dealers selling every kind of antiques and collectables.

6. Camden Town’s markets in Northern London are popular on the weekends selling variety of fashion, lifestyle, ethnic food and bizarre goods.

( Ce document a été réalisé par Yvan BAPTISTE en février 2004 )

