Obama's deal

After all, most of these immigrants have been here a long time. They work hard, often in tough, low-
paying jobs. They support their families. They worship at our churches. Many of their kids are
American-born or spent most of their lives here, and their hopes, dreams, and patriotism are just like
ours. As my predecessor, President Bush, once put it: “They are a part of American life.”

Now here’s the thing: We expect people who live in this country to play by the rules. We expect that
those who cut the line will not be unfairly rewarded. So we’re going to offer the following deal: If
you’ve been in America for more than five years; if you have children who are American citizens or
legal residents; if you register, pass a criminal background check, and you’re willing to pay your fair
share of taxes -- you’ll be able to apply to stay in this country temporarily without fear of deportation.

You can come out of the shadows and get right with the law. That’s what this deal is.



